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Secret agent James Bond, the mythical British spy of legendary movie lore,
is also known as 007, with the "double 0" signifying the fact that he has a
license to kill. Given the painful regularity with which white cops all
across this country are routinely cleared for taking the lives of unarmed
Black boys, it seems that every police officer in America has been issued a
license to kill, too.

In New York City, a cop was recently absolved in the unprovoked,
point-blank shooting that snuffed out the life of Timothy Stansbury Jr., as
the 19-year-old walked across the roof of his apartment building on his way
to a party with a couple of friends Jan. 24. The boys were all unarmed and
had not even given the patrolman any reason for alarm, let alone for the
use of deadly force.

On Dec. 10 of last year, Kenneth Walker, a young husband and devoted father
who had never been in trouble with the law before, was riding in an
expensive SUV with three friends, also African-American and college grads.
To the white sheriff in Columbus, Ga., who decided to pull them over on the
busy interstate highway, they looked like potential drug dealers.

Within minutes, the coward had shot Ken right between the eyes, twice, with
an assault rifle, although no drugs or weapons were found and all four of
the men had cooperated politely with his request to exit the vehicle and to
lie prostrate on the ground. Dubbing the slaying a "judgment call," the
local authorities ruled the cold-blooded killing justifiable.

Similar scenes are being played out almost daily in virtually every corner
of the land. I often wonder why there isn't unrelenting outrage over this
undeclared open season on the African-American males. Perhaps, what is
needed is a marble monument on the mall in Washington, D.C., a sobering
reminder engraved with the names of every innocent victim of police
brutality who has been discarded without apology or legal recourse,
disposed of by a society that regards them as somehow less than human.

I believe that in the eyes of God, the life of every human being is of
infinite value. And as a lawyer with over a quarter-century of experience,
I find myself increasingly dismayed by a criminal justice system that can
so callously fail to protect a segment of the citizenry and in such a
calculated fashion.

For of what use can the legal system be to African-Americans, if justice
shall remain forever elusive? It is not enough that there may be laws on
the books against police brutality, if their administration is such that
the outcome of any trial is predictably and repeatedly unfair. What else
can you call it, but immoral, when Blacks are, de facto, denied equal
protection in the face of what amounts to state-sponsored genocide?

Try godless!

(Lloyd Williams is a lawyer and a member of the bar in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Connecticut.)
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