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Court-ordered Pittsburgh Police Reform: Auditor's Reports Available 
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In 1997, Pittsburgh became the first major city to make sweeping reforms in its police department, which came in response to a 1996 lawsuit filed by the American Civil Liberties Union on behalf of the NAACP, Parents Against Violence and sixty-six individual police misconduct victims. Among the abuses challenged were the practice of arresting and jailing innocent people for exercising their First Amendment right to question or complain about police officer behavior; the arrest and prosecution of people on the basis of false charges; the undertaking of unreasonable searches and seizures in African-American communities; and the use of gratuitous and excessive force against citizens of all races.

The Justice Department joined the reform effort at the invitation of the ACLU shortly after the suit was filed. This was the first major initiative under a law Congress passed in 1994 that gave the Justice Department the right to investigate "patterns and practices" of civil rights violations by police departments and to file civil suits to remedy the misconduct. Previously, the agency was limited to investigating only individual allegations of police misconduct.

The result was a court-monitored decree (the "consent decree") requiring sweeping reforms in the city's police department.

Under the agreement, the city hired an independent auditor to assure that the terms of the consent decree are met, document all traffic stops and all arrests, conduct annual performance evaluations and provide annual training in cultural diversity, integrity and ethics. 

URL: http://www.pgh.aclu.org/docket_consentdecree.asp
