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What is so objectionable about what happened to Professor Carl E. Briscoe
Jr. in Indiana earlier this year is not just that it happened.

The outrageously objectionable thing is that this type of thing happens
with disgusting regularity from Lafayette, Ind. to Indiana Avenue in North
Philly.

Compounding this objectionable thing is the fact that it disproportionately
terrorizes persons of color in America, from penny-starved folks in da
'hood to a "nigger with a PhD," as Briscoe describes himself.

Late on the night of Sunday, Feb. 22, 2004, Briscoe says a questionable
traffic stop by a Lafayette policeman resulted in his receiving a severe
beating inside a police station, strip search humiliation inside a county
jail and criminal charges that could land him in prison for nearly two
years.

"I'm 57 years old. My children are grown and I have four grandchildren.
I've owned six homes, paid taxes since I was 14, and I have never been in
serious trouble. Yet, the police treated me like a dog," said Briscoe, who
currently teaches at a college in Pittsburgh and lists his permanent
address as Atlantic City, N.J.

Researching America's prison industrial complex - which disproportionately
exploits Blacks - is an academic interest of Briscoe.

Briscoe's public service includes community activism against instances of
racism and police brutality. This activism includes challenging incidents
in Lafayette, inclusive of police abuse incidents.

"I have a history in that town and that is one of the reasons why I think
this happened to me," Briscoe said during a telephone conversation last
week. "I was in a Lafayette high school one time, with 50 other people, and
police drew guns on me and asked me for ID...just like what used to happen
in [apartheid] South Africa."

Police brutality is traditional, homegrown American terrorism yet neither
presidential candidates Bush nor Kerry are including pledges to attack
police abuse within their profuse promises to keep America SAFE from
terrorism.

The star-spangled-draped Republican National Convention in NYC not only
ignored police brutality but featured a keynote speech by a prime
protagonist in protecting police from abuse charges, former New York City
Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

Without the Rev. Al Sharpton, the subject of police brutality never would
have made it onto the main stage at the Democratic National Convention in
Boston.

Sharpton mentioned police brutality during his convention speech in which
he chucked the dictates of the carefully crafted Don't-Upset-Middle-America
convention script to raise disturbing realities about America.

It's not surprising that a bigot like Bush ignores police abuse, because
sanctioning injustice is a hallmark of his administration.

Plus, embracing racism - a fundamental facet of police brutality - is a
hallmark of the current Republican Party.

Senator John F. Kerry's ignoring the historic scourge of police brutality
is more than problematic...evidencing the all-too-typical
liberal/Democratic posture of refusing to forcefully attack "problems" that
primarily ravage persons of color.

Kerry claimed he "gets it" during a BET interview last week when asked to
respond to concerns that he is just another rich, privileged white man with
no clue about the oppressive conditions endured by Blacks.

Kerry's campaign Web site contains a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
in the section that promises rigorous enforcement of civil rights laws.

Yet, like so many - liberals and conservatives alike - who profess
embracement of Dr. King's Dream, Kerry ignores the fact that King
castigated the "unspeakable horrors of police brutality" before detailing
his Dream for America during that legendary 1963 speech.

Briscoe terms his terrorizing encounter with Lafayette, Ind. police as "an
account of dishonesty, police corruption and physical abuse similar to the
experiences at the publicized Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq."

Briscoe says police refused him access to a toilet, causing him to urinate
on himself after ninety minutes of unanswered requests to use a bathroom.

A policeman slammed his head onto a metal table several times, knocking him
unconscious.

While unconscious, Briscoe contends he sustained injuries consistent with
police punching and stomping him.

Once at the county jail, guards forced him to strip naked in an open area
within "spitting distance" of a female guard.

Briscoe says police "charged me with DWI, resisting arrest, intimidating a
police officer, speeding, and ignoring a traffic signal. None of this was
true. They took my license and they still have it. All of this done without
a trial.

"They said I refused the breath test. This was a lie. I took the breath
test at least six or seven times. I think the fact that it [breath test]
didn't register me above .05 angered them, and that's when the beating
started."

Briscoe is now fighting the charges against him. He has obtained a police
videotape showing him taking breath tests - refuting the charge that he
refused such a test.

Additionally, Briscoe is fighting the intimidating an officer charge that
carries a maximum 18 months in prison if he is convicted.

Briscoe questions how a "drunk, handcuffed, stumbling idiot" as police
characterized him that night, could frighten a physically larger and
younger, "9mm-wearing, Mace-carrying policeman."

Elected officials at all levels of government must become more aggressive
in attacking the issue of police abuse.

It is unacceptable, for example, as the Tribune reported last week, that
the failure of Mayor Street to make appointments to Philadelphia's Police
Advisory Commission hinders the work of this citizen oversight body.

Linn Washington Jr. is an award-winning writer who teaches journalism at
Temple University.
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